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Bookbinding Workshops                                                               08/09  Ingrid Li

During this class you will learn how to make a hard-bound book with printouts of your own design work, and there are 2 workshops to teach you the skills you will need.

The pace will be pretty fast since we only have a total of 6 hours, so please come on time and bring the materials from the list below. The workshops are hands-on, and there will be work to complete at home. We will work on the “practice book” in class, and you will make “the blank book” at home. I’ll explain when we meet.

You probably have many of the items on the list already, the rest you can get at most art supplies stores.

For the special bookbinding supplies like bone folders, book tape, and awls try 

NY Central Art Supply

http://www.nycentralart.com/
62 3rd Ave. between 10th and 11th Street 212-473-7705

(You get a discount with your SVA ID)

Many other shops like Pearl have these supplies too.

You can get everything in one trip, below you see what you should bring to the first workshop, some extra things you will only use at home, and you can wait to get these after we talked about them in class if you prefer.

LIST OF MATERIALS

For the first workshop: 

We will fold and sew signatures for the book block

Please bring:

· Bone folder

· A metal ruler, at least 18” long (metal is necessary for cutting cardboard later on, but for this first session wood or plastic will do)

· A sharpened pencil and an eraser

· Utility knife with sharp new blade

· Scissors

· A bookbinder’s awl, it’s finer than what you get in most hardware stores and you can share this. Book tape (this is not scotch tape or book repair tape, but a cotton ribbon), or about 20 inches of cotton or synthetic ribbon as a cheaper substitute. You can look at book tape in a store and get something similar – and cheaper- from a sewing place.

· 50 sheets of paper 8” x 11” regular stock white (or color) paper like you use for your printer. We will use that to make signatures and sewing them together. Don’t pick anything fancy for that first project.

· A cutting mat or cardboard as workspace and as cutting surface, The back of a newsprint pad 18” x 24” is fine, but a real cutting mat with printed guidelines will make work a lot easier.

· About 3 yards of heavy thread. Bookbinder’s thread or something similar. No regular sewing thread. If you can rip it with your hands it’s too thin! Sewing thread is too thin, cotton or embroidery thread is fine. You can get colored thread for the practice book, it’s easier to see what you are doing.

· A needle with an eye large enough for your thread (blunt or pointy tip)

· Two strips of crash  - also called mull, super, or tarlatan. This is a loosely woven cotton fabric that has been starched.  For each of your books you will need a strip

      about 4 inches wide and as long as the spine of your book.  1/2 yard will be enough           for  3 or 4 people.

For the second workshop:

We will measure and cut the covers and the book cloth for your practice book.

Please bring

· Everything you brought for the first workshop 

· Your two books, half done.

· Two pieces of cardboard at least 8 1/2 x11”. Choose a weight that would be right for a book cover .Make sure it’s not corrugated card board – the material with the wavy stuff inside that many boxes are made of.
· A triangular ruler, or something with a right angle on it. 
· Emory board or nail file to smooth cardboard edges

· Endpapers for both books same size as the sheets you used to fold signatures . Chose paper that is slightly heavier than the pages of your books. The color is up to you, we’ll talk about it in class. 
· Book cloth for practice book and the blank book - we’ll discuss in class how to choose. You will use it at home, but you should bring it in for the second workshop. If we have enough time we will draw the layout of the cover on the bookcloth.
Additional materials for your own books at home:


· headbands, (I’ll bring some to class so you can see what that looks like)

· Jade Glue or some other PVA glue

· paste 

· A roll of paper towels

· lots of newsprint

· A clean rag (piece of old T shirt)

· 2 boards (wood or something similar that won’t bend)

· 2 clamps

· Flat brushes 1” and 3” wide for applying adhesive. They can be the cheap kind from a hardware store

Please email me with any questions.    Looking forward to meeting you!

Ingrid     ili@sva.edu
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