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Class Four

Symbolism and Iconography



Symbolism and Iconography



How does an object or symbol gain meaning?

Can we differentiate between literal meaning and 
implied (learned) meaning?

How are the different ways symbols/icons can be 
expressed?

How can/do they change over time—either naturally
or when co-opted?



The Venus of Willendorf (Woman of Willendorf)
c. 23,000 BC 
4 3/8” H





The Cave Paintings of Lascaux 
Lascaux, France
c. 14,000 BC
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